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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS s 

1. An equipment information systrfm comprising: 
an equipment database; / 

a database manager operable to afccess and interrogate 
the equipment database; / 

a table maintenance module operable to perform system 
maintenance on the equipment database through an 
interface; / 

an inquiry module operable /to query the equipment 
database through an interface; / 

an inventory module operable to store and change data 
in the equipment database through an interface, and to 
allocate an order; / 



a transportation module operable to record the 
transport of equipment from central inventory location to 
a service center using the equipment database and through 
an interface; and / 

an installations/removals module operable to record 
the installation and Removal of equipment using the 
equipment database through an interface, 

2. The equipment information system of Claim 1, 
further comprising : 

a stored procedure operable to access the data in the 
- equipment databa/se_. 

3. The equipment information system of Claim 1, 
further comprising : 

a stored procedure operable to change the data in the 

equipment database . 
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4. The equipment information system of Claim 2, 
wherein the stored procedure is executed periodically, 

5 # The equipment information system of Claim 2, 
wherein the stored procedure is executed on-demand through 
a graphical user interface, 

6. The equipment information system of Claim 2, 

wherein the execution of the stored procedure is initiated 

/ 

through an external interface/ 

/ 

7. The equipment information system of Claim 2, 

wherein the execution of t>he stored procedure is initiated 

/ 

through a second stored procedure. 

/ 

8. The equipment/information system of Claim 1, 
further comprising: 

an external interface operable to exchange 
information with ti/e equipment database . 

/ 

9. The equipment information system of Claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a stored /procedure operable to automatically order 
equipment and to store the~order in the equipment 
database , 

10. /The equipment information system of Claim 1, 
wherein /the equipment database includes data organized 
into taples. 
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11. The equipment information system of Claim 1, 
wherein the database manager/ and the equipment database 
are provided at a server arVd the modules are provided as 
an executable at a client, 

12. The equipment/information system of Claim 1, 
further comprising: / 

an allocation stored procedure operable to 
automatically allocate equipment through a stock number 
based on the receipt of an order. 




• 
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13 . A method for managing equipment information 
comprising : 

storing attributes of a piece pf equipment in an 
equipment information database that/ indicates the type of 
the equipment when the equipment ys received at a central 
inventory location; 

adding an indication in the /equipment information 
database that the equipment is available inventory; 

receiving an order for equipment needed at a service 
center that is of the same type as the equipment; 

allocating inventory to the order based on available 
inventory in the equipment information database; 

shipping the equipment for the order to the service 
center; 

installing the equipmefit; 

updating the equipment information database to 
indicate that the equipment has been installed; 

removing the equipment; 

updating the equipment information database that the 
equipment has been removed; and 

shipping the equipment to the central inventory 
location . 

14 . The method /for managing equipment information of 
Claim 13, wherein the equipment is a transformer 




15 i The methoyd for managing equipment information of 
Cla±m_l-3 / wherein the attributes of the equipment includes 
serial number and /manufacturer . 




The method for managing /sauipment information of 
ClainTl3, wherein the attributes L^Nsthe equipment includes 



# 
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serial number ar^manuf acturer . 

17. The method for managing equipment information of 
Claim 13, wherein the storing attributes of a piece of 
equipment includes using a bar/ code scanner. 

18 . The method for managing equipment information of 
Claim 13, wherein the order/was received from an external 
system. 

19. The method for /managing equipment information of 
Claim 13, further comprising: 

deallocating the olrder after allocating the order. 

15 20. The method //or managing equipment information of 

Claim 13, wherein the order was received from an 
automatically generated order. 

21. The method for managing equipment information of 
2 0 Claim 13, further comprising: 

filling the order after allocating the order. 



10 
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22. A method for allocating an order in an equipment 
inf ormation system comprising: 

receiving an order uo supply equipment from an 
equipment inventory at £ central inventory location to a 
service center; 

le order is eligible for allocation; 
determining if /equipment is available in the 
equipment inventory to fill allocate the order; 
allocating the order; and 
filling the/order. 




